	Level
	Description
	

	A
	Children do NOT need to know concept of print, letters of alphabet or related sounds.

· High frequency words

· One line of print

· Clear, easy font

· Simple sentence structure

· About 8 pages
	

	B
	Practice for reading behavior
· Simple story line

· Two or more lines of print

· Repeating words or patterns

· Characters are familiar 
	

	C
	Stories with more action, varied viewpoints, where children must pay closer attention to the print (cannot memorize)

· Dialogue

· Complex sentence structure

· Compound words

· Increased number of words per page

· Regular spelling patterns
	

	D
	Variety of print sizes, elaborate episodes within plot

· Sentences will continue onto next page

· Illustrations begin to enhance rather than provide meaning

· Multi-syllabic words

· 10-20 pages
	

	E
	Realistic, fantasy, & simple information

· Complex language and ideas

· Embedded phrases, clauses

· Smaller fonts, placement of print can vary too

· 10-20 pages

· More characters

· Vocabulary is interesting

· Introduction of less-regular spelling patterns
	

	F
	Requires close attention to print to sustain meaning over longer text.

· 20-30 pages

· Language reflects more written language than spoken language

· Concepts are not necessarily familiar

· May require discussion for vocabulary
	



	Level
	Description
	

	G
	Little repetition; variety of characters, need more understanding and interpretation of text

· Challenge in ideas and vocabulary

· Technical words

· Reader must remember longer story line
	

	H
	Required to apply skills to varied texts; long stories

· Literary language 

· Pictures still enhance text

· Characters change, learn,

· Events require interpretation
	

	I
	Realistic fiction, fantasy and folktales with one main plot; requires interpretation and leads to discussion

· More words on page

· 30-40 pages

· Maps and charts

· Dialogue 

· Complex word solving is required
	

	J
	Over 50pages, but similar to I. Series books will follow characters from book to book.  Children need opportunity to process a large number of longer texts

· Lots of dialogue

· Adjectives and adverbs are included

· Requires automatic word recognition of large number of words and quick solving of new words
	

	K
	More complex chapter books with more characters. 50-75 pages. Themes may require reader to understand concepts outside their own experiences.

· Cover longer periods of time

· Encounter words not in their spoken language

· Analyze the language for humor or perspective

· Follow dialogue of several characters at once for plot meaning

· Illustrations not necessary, but are enjoyed to help visualize setting and action
	

	L
	New genre introduced; interpretation of text

Includes complex picture books and chapter books.

· May require learning of new background knowledge prior to reading

· Some have abstract and symbolic meaning

· More sophisticated plots over longer periods of time.

· Recall necessary to follow plot

· Dialogue is not always assigned

· 70-80 pages

· Intro of conventions of text

· Vocabulary support may be required


	Level
	Description
	

	M
	Topics offer brand new subjects; themes are more complex; biographies are included

· Few pictuires

· 60-100 pages

· Narrow spacing

· Subtle meanings

· Character development and expanded plots

· Vocabulary is specific to text; create feeling of mood instead of simply laying out plot

· Glossaries, time lines, information
	

	N
	Sophisticated themes; social issues; Using books to gain experiences that will help them to understand the world

· Memorable characters

· Irony and whimsy

· Mystery and suspense

· Demands reader uses variety of strategies to gain meaning

· Challenging vocabulary
	

	O
	Longer chapter books with a range of problems

· Multiple character development

· Empathy is required

· 50-200 pages

· Few illustrations if any

· Readers must quickly analyze new words while focusing on meaning.
	

	P
	Variety of genre; learn how texts are organized; gain information

· Problems of pre-& early adolescence

· More text, complex ideas

· Descriptive narratives

· Figurative and literal language; metaphors and similes; plays on words

· Must sustain interest and meaning over long periods of time

	Q
	· Variety of genre: all understanding comes from print

· complex sentence structure and vocabulary

· more mature themes, focusing on societal issues as they affect children

· reader must take on diverse perspectives


	R
	· Settings may be far away from children’s own lives; challenging reads

· simile and metaphor

· biographies and autobiographies

· mature themes and connections need be made


	S
	· Complex information; good for group discussions; variety of topics and cultures

· historical fiction

· complex, fluent reading required to gain meaning

· make connections with previous texts and information


	T
	Incorporates fantasy, historical fiction, informational books and realistic fiction


Matching Books to Readers using leveled books in Guided Reading K-3 (Fountas, Pinnell, 1999)

an abbreviated list of suggested books at different levels can be found at:

http://home.comcast.net/~ngiansante                               It’s a start!

